
                           
 

 
 

Join us at the next meeting 
Tuesday, October 1st at 6:00pm  

at the Ira Nelson Horticultural Center  
 

The temperature tease we experienced has all of us anxiously awaiting the relief from the 

heat of the summer.  Those of us that participated in Plant Fest 2014 can attest that any 

relief will be welcome. It was definitely a hot and exhausting day, but we greeted lots of 

people needing information about the care of hibiscus.  With the free raffle of Hawaiian 

Salmon hibiscus and the free Texas Red Star Hibiscus seeds provided by Theresa and Mark 

Gore as a bonus for visiting our booth, we answered a lot of questions and sent people on 

their way with handouts on hibiscus maintenance, pest identification, show cards, and 

membership applications.  Thanks to those members who suffered the heat to work in our 

booth and support the chapter.  Please see info below regarding the NOLA Chapter Houmas 

House Outing.  Let me know as soon as possible if you plan to attend.  I need to give them a 

head count. Our October meeting will be a busy one.  We will be selecting the remainder of 

the bloom photos for the year so we can finish the calendar and get it to the printer.  I 

have received a few reports on the cuttings received at the September meeting, but would 

like to hear more plus updates on previous reports.  Our guest speaker, Sondra Stokes of 

Stokes Tropicals, will have a special presentation for us.  Hope to see you there!  Ann 
 

 
Bloom Photo Contest 

Our most recent winners were Bayou Rose 

submitted by Shirley Bourque and Mango 

Moon submitted by Mark & Theresa Gore. 

          

We will be selecting the final four photos at 

the October Meeting.  Each member can 

enter four photos in the contest.  To ensure 

that we have enough photos to fill the slots 

previous winners can bring additional photos.  

If we have empty slots those photos will be 

eligible for the final selection.  Remember 

that it does not have to be a recent photo, 

but must be of a cultivar grown by you. 
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Mini Bloom Show 
Bring your blooms to the meeting.  We will 

have a Mini Bloom Show.  Each member can 

enter up to 2 blooms in each of 3 categories: 

Single-Double-Miniature. 

 

 
Website 

Have you visited our website recently?  

Since Rick has moved to Florida, Lata 

Johnson has taken over as Webmaster.  She 

has done a fabulous job of revamping the 

website.  Everything that was there before 

is still there, but with a new face.  

 

 

Please feel free to contact her at 

latalj@bellsouth.net with anything that you 

would like to see added to the site. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Driving to Houmas House 

Take Interstate 10 East to Gonzales. Take Exit 

179 (Hwy 44). Turn right off the exit onto Hwy 

44 and proceed past Pelican Point Homes and 

Golf Club, across the intersection with LA Hwy 

22. After you cross HWY 22, go about a half 

mile and turn right at the levee onto River Road. 

Houmas House is less than a half mile on your 

right. Enter the parking area on the far side of 

the property just past the white fence along the 

front of the property. 

Houmas House Outing 
 

The New Orleans Chapter has invited the 

members of our chapter to join them at 

Houmas House on Sunday, October 6th for 

lunch and grafting party.  Everyone will order 

and pay for their own lunch. The grafting party 

will follow lunch.  Attendees are encouraged to 

bring scion wood of hard to find cultivars or 

rare plants to share. The NOLA chapter will 

have rootstock available at $2.00 a plant. 
 

There is no official arrival time, but the 

grounds are lovely and most people arrive 

around 11:00 am. We will be eating inside the 

restaurant (where it’s cool) between 11:30 and 

12:00. And we should be up and grafting around 

1pm. Of course, there is no fixed schedule. You 

may choose not to eat at the restaurant and 

simply attend the grafting party. It ends 

around 4. 
 

Convention 2014 Planning Committee 

We need volunteers to serve on the 
Convention 2014 Planning Committee.  
Our chapter will be hosting the 
convention and will be responsible for 
the Hospitality Suite and arranging 
special events or excursions for the down 
time during the convention weekend.  
Please let Ann know if you are willing to 
serve on this committee. 

Happy Birthday!! 

 

Buddy Short 

Sandy Scheuerman 
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Cuttings & Rooting 
At the September Meeting Buddy gave a 

wonderful presentation on rooting and the 

chapter supplied samples of a new rooting 

hormone.  Cuttings supplied by Ann and Buddy 

went home with all members interested in trying 

Buddy’s procedure.  We would like to know if you 

stuck your cuttings and a progress report on 

same.  I thought I would share a posting by Tom 

Miller on THML from Australian Chris Noble’s 

presentation at the AmHS convention a few 

years ago:  
 

"1. Use a mix of 3 parts perlite to one part peat 

or vermiculite as your rooting medium. 

2. Moisten the mix and let it sit in pots a day 

before you insert the cuttings. 

3. Take your cuttings by cutting below the node 

(eye). The cuttings should be about 6-10" in 

length. Remove the node, but leave all the 

surrounding area because it contains hormones 

(auxins). Nick once at lower end of each cutting 

and store them in a bucket with a wet towel 

over it for two days at about 76° F. You don't 

want the wood to dry out, but you want the areas 

you have cut to seal. Don't get cuttings wet. 

3. Leave 3 mature leaves on the cuttings, but 

leave only 1/3 to 1/2 of each leaf because that's 

a place where the plant has stored energy. 

4. Insert the cuttings into the rooting medium, 

but don't water for 3 to 7 days. 

5. 50-80% sun is okay, but sun is not too 

important, 85-95% humidity and about 76° F and 

some varieties may root in 20 days. Higher or 

lower temperatures will cause the process to take 

longer.”

 

2014 Officer Elections 
Elections for the MBAC 2014 Officers will 

be held at the November Meeting.  Offices 

available are President, Vice-President, 

Secretary, and Treasurer.  If you are 

interested in running for an office or would 

like to nominate someone, please let me 

know.  Nominations will also be taken from 

the floor at the November meeting prior to 

the election. 

Upcoming Events 
 

MBAC Meeting – October 1st  

Houmas House Outing – October 6th 

MBAC Meeting – November 5th  

AHS Membership Meeting – 

 November 8th-10th  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Fall Membership Meeting 
November 8-10, 2013 

Hilton Garden Inn, Tampa East/Brandon 

10309 Highland Manor Drive, Tampa, FL  33610 

Tel: 813-626-6700 

 

HOTEL RATE 

$102 per night 

Complimentary cooked-to-order breakfast  

for up to 2 persons per room. 

PLEASE CALL THE HOTEL DIRECTLY FOR RESERVATIONS 

Identify yourself as a member of the American Hibiscus 

Society 

DEADLINE FOR RESERVATIONS IS OCTOBER 11, 2013 

 

MEETINGS 

President’s Committee and Board Meeting 

5:00pm Friday, November 8th 

Saturday Meetings start at 9am, November 9th 

Lunch will be served at the hotel 12-1:30pm 

Sandwich or salad, drink & dessert 

Meetings resume at 1:30pm Saturday 

Buffet Dinner Saturday Evening 

Followed by the First General Session 

Second General Session at 9am, Sunday, November 10th 

 

COSTS 

Registration $25 Per Person 

Lunch $15 ~ Dinner $30 

Payable by check, PayPal, or credit card to: 

AHS Treasurer, P.O. Box 1580, Venice, FL 34284-1580 



 

Tea’s Tidbits 
Happy Fall, Y'all! 

Please pardon any typos in this article.  I am 
sitting on the patio writing this on my iPad and 
it's difficult to type with my mittens on!  No, 64 
degrees isn't cold but it's certainly cooler than 
our plants have been experiencing for the last 
several months and they can't put on mittens. 
Temps in the sixties will soon be the high for the 
day and you need to plan now for where you will 
be moving your plants for those fifty and forty 
degree nights.  If you do not have a greenhouse 
or a garage with windows, how about a covered 
patio or a carport?  They will still need sunlight, 

air and water and protection from the wind. 
There are microclimates around your house and 
yard that can add several degrees of warmth, 
such as against a brick house or a wood fence or 

underneath trees or shrubs.  Even pushing your 
plants closer together will add a few degrees. 
Think about this now so you are not caught off 
guard. 
 
Now is also a good time to make sure your plants 
are free of insects and disease.  As their growth 
slows or stops in cooler weather, your plants will 
be less capable of fighting these pests so don't 
put them to the test. 

You may also want to consider pruning them 
before it gets cold.  Shortening the tips or 
thinning branches will cause new growth and you 

want to allow the new growth time to mature so 
it can withstand the cooler temps. 

Now, go find your mittens! 
 

 
Buddy’s Blooms and Things 

At last month's meeting we discussed where and when to prune and then what to do with your leftover 

cuttings. We gave out some rooting powder and demonstrated how to stick cuttings in hopes of 

duplicating one of your favorite plants or providing wood to a friend or chapter member. I hope you 

gave it all a try and were successful. If not, try again. We'll be most interested in how you do.  

July, August and most of September have been extremely hot so I've spent most of my hibiscus time 

maintaining my own plants and reading individual responses on the yahoo to my question, "during the 

less blooming time of the year, what do you do?" 

Most of the answers have been predictable but you like seeing those responses in print just to confirm 

your own thinking. I heard things like, 1) I've decided to prune my plants early this year to give them 

adequate time to grow out and regain their strength before they are put up for our winter. I've been 

doing exactly that as that makes perfect sense to me. 2) from a grower I read....."we've been taking root 

stock cuttings and sticking them in oasis cubes. We will eventually graft up close to 10,000 plants for 

customers." 3) I've been inspecting for insects and doing whatever was necessary to eliminate them 

from my collection (she should have visited our website by clicking on hibiscus doctor and linking 

onto plant diseases and solutions) 4) this individual talked about his preparation for winter and his 

culling process. Determining which plants stay and which ones need to hit the road. Etc., etc.  

Note: few were talking about blooms. Most were talking about their ongoing preparation for the next 

batch of blooms or getting prepared for the cold and dampness ahead. 

 



If you get email and you read the ones I send to the yahoo (few lately due to few blooms) then you 

should have seen what I am doing. Like you, I'm still doing the necessary things to try to get a few 

more blooms before the bloom season ends. I'll be cross pollinating in hopes of getting a few pods 

before winter sets in. That means that I'm fertilizing again and applying some Epsom Salts to my 

babies. I call those treats and my plants like me for it.  

I'm also paying close attention to the leaf coloration as I try to identify those plants that are struggling 

for some other reason: too moist, spider mites, die back, etc. Here's something else I have noticed. 

Occasionally I'll see a plant that seems to be in need of water. After I examine the potting mix and find 

that it is not dry I immediately remove the plant from the pot to examine the root system. Guess what I 

find? 9 out of 10 times I find a colony of ants inside my mix. That happens more than you know. Of 

course, I quickly take care of those critters. 

The end of September and the whole month of October and normally November, as well, are excellent 

months to do some hybridizing so give it a try. You might find a new excitement in life. 

Regardless of your experience in this hobby, we are all just like you. It matters not if you are a large 

collector, a commercial grower, or whether you are brand new to this hobby with few plants. It seems 

we are all getting ready for something.  

I guess that will never change..... 

See you Tuesday night October 1st (my birthday) 6PM........................Buddy     

 
For your viewing pleasure…… 
 

     
 Lata & Mark with their               Buddy welcomes our first visitor 

        September Mini Show Wins     to our Plant Fest Booth 

 

 



    

Key Lime Pie       High Voltage 

 

   
Red Snapper      Night Runner 

 

   
Zydeco       Calendar Cover Sneak Peak 

 

 

MBAC Officers 
 

President ~ Ann Peltier ~ 337-781-4992 ~ ann@acadianahibiscus.com 

Vice President ~ Carolyn Cormier-Stoute ~ 337-962-7175 ~ carolyn.a.cormier@chase.com 

Secretary ~ Jennie Marcantel ~ 337-824-5602 ~ bluesbabyj@hotmail.com 

Treasurer ~ Buddy Short ~ 337-278-0946 ~ buddy@shortfinancialgroup.com 
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